THE SKILL OF A GUIDE

dated Hamad's great worth as .a guide, for guiding in the
desert requires not merely memory for direction but an
intuition for water and pastures, and an ability to read the
sands and avoid the evil that may be impressed on them.
Not every Arab bred in these sands can guide, many in
fact lose their way and die of thirst, particularly when
camels stray in summer and their owners have to track
them. To return on his own tracks or to follow those of
others is regarded as a lost man's safest course to water,
but a wind arising will obliterate all tracks, and wind is
an ever-present menace. About seven years ago a party
of Mahra were raided in the steppe by two members of
Manahil, who made off with ten camels. Discovering the
loss while the tracks of the retiring raiders were still dis-
cernible, seven Mahri stalwarts went in pursuit, and the
tracks brought them to the sands of Dhahiya, previously
unknown to them. On came the bold pursuers, who
reckoned upon the pursued having to halt over a water-hole,
where they too would water. But the Manahil, fearing
pursuit, prudently avoided the water-hole of Khor Dhahiya
and went ploughing on northwards through the death-
dealing sands, one "man alone cunningly going off at a
tangent to the water-hole to fill his water-skins and returning
by the same track to rejoin his companions. Thence they
proceeded. The Mahra, following hopefully on the main
camel-tracks of Manahil, were certain that their thirst
would soon be quenched, but before they could overtake
their despoilers a sand-storm came and obliterated all
tracks before and behind them. They were now lost in
the sands. Six months later one of my own party of Rashidis
came upon the seven skeletons and the bones of their camels.
I was filled with admiration for the consistency of Hamad's
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